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February 15, 2015 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
1 Winter Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
 
Attn:  Commissioner of Environmental Protection [MassDEP.Commissioner@state.ma.us] 

Ref: Kingston Wind Turbine Noise Measurements 

Dear Mr. Martin Suuberg;  

I was pleased to read about your new position as Commissioner of the MassDEP.  We have come to 

know and respect each other by our shared participation on WNTAG.  I look forward to completing our 

WNTAG responsibilities when we all get the opportunity to review the entire Resource Systems Group 

(RSG) report, with appendices, submitted to CEC and DEP last fall.  I was disappointed that WNTAG 

members were not permitted to perform a parallel review. 

As you know, I have participated in many noise surveys to determine noise compliance to State (DEP 

& EFSB) and Federal Agencies (EPA, FERC, NRC & OSHA) requirements while working for Stone & 

Webster Engineering in Boston.  Measurement reports had to be accurate and promptly reviewed by 

company personnel to determine compliance.  When found out of compliance, corrective measures 

were implemented and the compliance survey repeated.  Test personnel and owners were responsible 

for compliance soon after the facility became operational.  Responsible public agencies review the final 

report to confirm compliance. 

I am concerned that wind turbine noise compliance tests are no longer an important requirement.  

Examples include Kingston, Falmouth, Fairhaven, and Hoosac.  Kingston’s wind-turbine noise 

measurements were performed last spring by HMMH without findings.  Conjecture after many years’ 

experience would conclude: 1) noise measurements were contaminated, therefore the test needs to 

be repeated, or 2) measurements show non-compliance.  What are we to think after almost a year of 

continued operation; the compliance test has not been repeated.  The latter is too embarrassing for 

agencies entrusted to protect public health. 

The lack of resolution for wind-turbine noise is unfortunate; we are trapped in a public vs. technology 

quagmire that has no graceful exit.  Repositioning attempts will be viewed for what they are, a big 

oops.  Our options are limited for onshore wind turbine sites in quiet environments.  Hull and 

Gloucester may provide guidance for future sites. 

I close by wishing you the best of success in the new position.  Feel free to contact me with any 

questions, comments or assistance that I can provide.  Thank you.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Stephen E. Ambrose, ASA, INCE, Board Certified 

Principal Consultant 
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