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February 16, 2015 

 

To: Michael Gorski, Regional Director, Mass DEP, WERO, <Michael.Gorski@state.ma.us> 

David Howland, Mass DEP, WERO, <david.howland@state.ma.us> 

Gail Cariddi, Mass State Representative, <gailanne.cariddi@mahouse.gov> 

 

Ref: Hoosac Complaint Sound Report, February 5, 2015 

 

I have reviewed the Sound Monitoring Report Summary prepared by RSG.  The remarks section 

acknowledges that measurements were contaminated and interrupted with conversations, car noise 

and instrument calibration.  The third-party sound monitor is not identified with qualifications.  RSG is 

the acoustical consultant for Iberdrola.  Calibration should be done before and after measurements.  

Measurements missed the critical transition from wind turbines ON to ALL OFF.  A qualified individual 

knows the test protocol and knows to advise all observers IN ADVANCE to be quiet and leave the 

measurement area with no idling cars.  The Hoosac Consent Order) is very specific [ACO-WE-14-7001, 

Page 4].   

 

 

I respectfully disagree that the raw wind-

turbine noise level data should be restricted 

to the Mass DEP, Respondent and Monitor.  I 

agree that all recorded audible conversations 

should be excluded.  Excluding conversations 

must not be used to remove data from the 

sample interval, as shown by the graph to 

the right. 

 

Each of the three 5-minute sample intervals 

must be continuous.  This is an integral part 

for measurement and analysis integrity.  

RSG’s graph has interval 1 with one-5 

second sample, interval-2 with 15 samples, 

and interval-3 with approximately 50% (60% 

removed).  Turbine noise levels should be different for 60, 75, & 87% power output.  

 

My professional opinion is that this wind-turbine compliance noise test is not credible and does not 

show that the turbines meet the Mass DEP noise limits.  I have included RSG’s report.  Please feel free 

to contact me with any questions or requests for assistance. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Stephen E. Ambrose, ASA, INCE, Board Certified
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