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I’m Eleanor Tillinghast, speaking on behalf of Green Berkshires, Inc. about DPU 
#13-165. 
 
We’re here today because the Department of Public Utilities, at the direction of the 
Patrick Administration, has opened an investigation into guidance for best 
practices for siting wind turbines onshore.  
 
Why should the residents of Massachusetts believe the outcome will be either best 
practices or guidance.  
 
For the past five years, the Patrick Administration has used one tactic after another 
to push wind turbines into our communities. 
 
It has failed to enforce existing laws. 
 
It has made promises, and then broken those promises when its own tests reveal 
violations. 
 
It has belittled personal experiences of people affected by wind turbines.  
 
It has convened committees that have ignored personal testimonies, expert reports, 
and peer-reviewed studies to, instead, cherry-pick a few documents for a pre-
determined conclusion.  
 
It has supported blatant conflicts of interest such as commissioning a report by an 
attorney working simultaneously for a major wind company, and hiring to rewrite 
the noise testing protocol a consultant who boasts about the number of wind 
projects constructed based on his testimony. 
 
It has spent huge amounts of our money to produce reports that contradict plain 
evidence, such as claiming no property value impacts when, in fact, people living 
near wind turbines can’t sell their homes for a pre-turbine value or at all. 
 



It has even gone so far as to re-define long-established concepts in state regulations 
in order to enable the construction of roads and wind turbines near streams and 
wetlands. It is creating industrial zones in our most fragile ecosystems. 
 
It has refused to help in any meaningful way those communities paying for the 
failures of wind turbines.  
 
It has repeatedly sidestepped requests for basic information like actual output from 
operating wind turbines even though we as electricity ratepayers are funding the 
subsidies. 
 
It has pursued policies that have driven our electricity prices to among the highest 
in the nation, and then cut a deal with the business lobby so that the true cost of 
those policies will fall, instead, on the backs of residential ratepayers.  
 
For every one of the past five years, it has pushed the Wind Energy Siting Reform 
Act which would usurp home rule, eliminate basic rights of appeal, and, for 
practical purposes, hand all power to a single agency appointed by the governor.  
 
In other words, the Patrick Administration has earned our mistrust, disrespect, and 
fear.  
 
Anyone watching the Patrick Administration push its wind agenda during the past 
five years can be forgiven for believing that the so-called best practices sought by 
DPU will be nothing but more refined ways to push more wind turbines into our 
communities, and that the guidance will be nothing more than a boon to the wind 
industry. 
 
Given the track record of the Patrick Administration, those of us in the audience 
today can assume you already know the outcome of DPU #13-165, you are now 
finalizing the guidelines, and you plan to convert those to rulemaking once your 
investigation officially ends.  


