
Exposing the Findings of the MassDEP                                          
Wind Science Panel Statements 

By Dick Mann 
Panel: Title: Wind Turbine Health Impact Study, Report of Independent Expert Panel  
Fact: The panel included biased members. The findings are not a report but instead a 

literature review of selected material to advance a political agenda.(1) 

Panel: There are no direct links between wind turbines and adverse health impacts. 
Fact:  This statement does not say there are no adverse health impacts. It is far different 

from what MassDEP alluded to in their press conference, how the words are nuanced 
on their website, and what the media consequently reported. (2) There are well-
established indirect links between wind turbines and adverse health impacts to 
humans. (3) It has taken many years to prove a direct link for many health hazards 
such as tobacco and asbestos. Certainly it was common knowledge that the above are 
public health hazards with great costs to the victims and to the overburdened health 
care system well before the direct link was proven. (4) 

Panel: Audible noise of wind turbines is termed an ‘annoyance’. 
Fact: The medical term annoyance means a significant degradation in health, a far different 

definition than most people would assume.(5) 

Panel:  “There is insufficient epidemiological evidence to determine whether there is an association 
between noise from wind turbines and annoyance independent from the effects of seeing a wind 
turbine and vice versa.” 

Fact:   Sleep disturbance is a major recurring factor in thousands of reports from around the 
world concerning the impact of wind turbines: it is obvious that there is no visual 
impact when people are sleeping.(6) Concerning the impact of wind turbine noise on 
people living nearby, there is the fall 2011 epidemiological study from New Zealand 
by a highly regarded interdisciplinary team of scientists – including an expert in 
psychoacoustics -- and a medical doctor, all working within the country’s university 
system demonstrates that noise from wind turbines negatively affects the quality of 
life for those exposed to it by adversely impacting their health. The journal article 
was peer-reviewed and published in Noise Health.(7) 

Panel:   “There is insufficient evidence that the noise from wind turbines is directly (i.e., independent 
from an effect on annoyance or sleep) causing health problems or disease.” 

Fact:   Rather than “insufficient evidence”, Phillips stated in his August 2011 peer-reviewed 
publication(8) in the Bulletin of Science, Technology and Society that there is 
overwhelming epidemiological evidence that wind turbines cause adverse health 
effects, especially since the vast majority of reports exhibit case crossover, whereby 
when the person moves away, the health problems disappear; when they return, they 
reappear.  If the panel’s criteria for “sufficient” epidemiologic evidence for wind 
turbine health issues were applied to the tobacco industry or to drug side effects, 
people would still be smoking on airplanes and in other public places, and the FDA’s 
ability to learn about after-market drug side effects would essentially be wiped out.   

Panel:   “Claims that infrasound from wind turbines directly impacts the vestibular system have not 
been demonstrated scientifically. Available evidence shows that the infrasound levels near wind 
turbines cannot impact the vestibular system.” 

Fact:   The peer-reviewed publications and public presentations of Dr. Alec Salt 
demonstrate(9) that infrasound has profound effects on the vestibular system. As 
early as 1991, Takigawa et. al. demonstrated(10) the negative impact of infrasound on 
vestibular-related functionality in humans.  High sensitivity of the human vestibular 
system to infrasound has been measured(11)by Todd, et. al.  Knowledge of the damage 
to health from exposure to infrasound and low frequency noise (ILFN) has been 
known for many years(12)(13). Two recent studies, one in Falmouth, MA(14)and one in 
Australia(15)present evidence of high-amplitude infrasound inside homes that 
correspond directly with the onset of symptoms among people exposed within those 
homes. 



 
 
Panel:   “There is no evidence for a set of health effects from exposure to wind turbines that could be 

characterized as a "Wind Turbine Syndrome."”. 
Fact:   Wind Turbine Syndrome was the name given to a group of adverse health effects 

experienced by people living near wind turbines.  A study of these individuals was 
published in a book(16) by Dr. Nina Pierpont, MD, PhD.  The symptoms Dr. Pierpont 
grouped have been since identified in thousands of reports around the world from 
people living too close to wind turbines. (17) (18) The panel did not acknowledge that 
whether or not there is a syndrome specific to the impacts of only wind turbines, 
there is an immense body of information available and the evidence is overwhelming 
that exposure to wind turbines causes a series of health effects. More than 80 letters 
written by impacted people describing their symptoms was submitted by WWMA to 
the MassDEP. The panel negated their mission scope document and declined to 
interview any people living in the proximity to wind turbines in MA.   
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