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Myth:  The panel convened by MA Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) was 
independent. 

Fact:   The panel was chosen to advance a political agenda and members are not 
unbiased. (1)(2) (3) In a meeting on 9/8/12 with top level officials of MassDEP 
and MA DPH, a group of 11 Wind Wise ~ Massachusetts (WWMA) members 
from across MA were told that all panel members were carefully vetted and all 
were unbiased concerning wind energy. The MassDEP website at one point in 
time showed the falsehood of this assertion.(4) 

 
Myth:  The process DEP and the panel took was of high standards. 
Fact:   The panel was chosen by MassDEP under questionable circumstances, they 

met in complete secret, no member of the public was in attendance at the 
panel meetings, the panel did not release minutes of their meetings, the panel 
did not release working drafts of their so-called independent report.(5) (6) (7) 

 
Myth: The panel followed the scope of their mission and worked on behalf of the citizens of 

MA to uncover the truth about health impacts. 
Fact:  Even though the scope of the panel included site visits to interview victims, 

the panel chose to not visit any wind turbine sites. They did not visit people 
living in the proximity of wind turbines who are experiencing adverse health 
impacts and who invited them for an interview and even to live in their homes 
in Falmouth, MA. Two members of the panel released a second so-called 
report. This was not part of the panel scope and should be rejected outright. 
(8) 

 
Myth: The panel reviewed and seriously considered all valid scientific materials available at 

the time including all documents submitted to MassDEP by the public. 
Fact:  Panel members reviewed a cherry-picked selection of materials. Peer 

reviewed literature and reports by experts worldwide found in the more than 
200 documents submitted by volunteers of WWMA are not found in the 
references of the literature review submitted to MassDEP by the panel. 
(9)(10)(11)   

 
Myth: The panel reviewed and seriously considered all documents submitted to MassDEP from 

people experiencing adverse health impacts who live in the proximity to wind turbines. 
Fact:  WWMA submitted 83 documents from five locations in MA and from locations 

around the world documenting adverse health event reports that establish a 
clear pattern of symptoms and ample evidence that wind turbines cause 
serious health problems in nearby residents.(9) (12) According to the Harvard 
trained epidemiologist, Carl Phillips, PhD, in an article submitted to MassDEP, 
“The attempts to deny the evidence cannot be seen as honest scientific 
disagreement, and represent either gross incompetence or intentional bias.” 

(13) 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Myth: The panel issued a final report. 
Fact:   The panel was charged with the MassDEP scope document to issue a draft 

report. (8)  Therefore this literature review draft document should not be 
utilized by any persons as a final report. 

 
Myth: The public is satisfied with the findings of the panel. 
Fact:   Following the panel findings, the Falmouth Board of Health has formally 

asked for a rigorous and independent health study to take place(14) which is 
what the public has been asking for since 6/2/10. (15)  Over 500 comments 
were submitted to the MassDEP following the release of the panel findings. 
Most were highly critical of the panel’s findings. 
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