
May 21, 2013

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Commissioner Kenneth Kimmell
Deputy Commissioner Martin Suuberg 
1 Winter Street
Boston, Ma 02108

Commissioner Kimmell and Deputy Commissioner Suuberg,

In the past year, residents of our towns, Clarksburg, Fairhaven, Florida, Kingston, Monroe 
and Scituate have lodged numerous complaints to our Boards of Health, and to your agency, 
about the effects of living in close proximity to industrial scale wind turbines. The noise from 
our turbines is both intrusive and disruptive and is causing a range of adverse health effects, 
including chronic sleep disruption.

Furthermore, the Mass DEP has not responded in a vigorous or timely way to the numerous 
and persistent complaints lodged by citizens in multiple communities across the 
Commonwealth. The compliance testing, as it is currently performed, does not constitute an 
adequate response to our ongoing public health emergency. 

Of particular concern to all of us are the use of out-of-date sampling practices, the influence 
and potential for interference of the turbine owners in the testing process, and the overall lack 
of transparency in the process.

We are writing to you today to request immediate implementation of the following:

  •Use of a fast meter (8 data points per second) setting during sound sampling. The present 
use of the slow setting (1 data point per second) fails to accurately capture the highs and 
lows of turbine sound.
 
  •Allow independent monitors during data gathering sessions.

  •Include the experiences of affected neighbors during testing, as in the recent study by 
multiple INCE Board Certified Acousticians at the Shirley Wind project in Wisconsin.

  •Prohibit the turbine operators’ paid employees or subcontractors from joining the data 
gathering team, in order to prevent the potential for manipulation of the turbines during 
testing.

  •Determine the actual production status of the turbine(s) during testing. Some of the testing 
should be performed unannounced to the turbine operators.



 •Make the raw data publicly accessible in a spreadsheet or other digital format.

  •Accept comments from independent INCE Board Certified acousticians before finalizing 
findings.

If the Mass DEP cannot respond to the needs of its citizens with timely and appropriate 
testing, we ask that you look to the overwhelming number of complaints across multiple 
communities and shut the wind turbines down until such time as proper testing can be 
performed. Residents of our communities should not continue to suffer from adverse impacts 
to our health and well being because our Department of Environmental Protection is 
unprepared to respond to this new noise source operating in our communities.

We have repeatedly expressed concerns about the acoustical testing of our turbines to various 
local and state officials and are now presenting these concerns, along with our requests for 
some immediate actions steps, to you as the Commissioner of the Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection.  The timely response of your agency, in agreeing to implement 
the requested changes in protocol, will prove to be a critical step in addressing the hazards of 
noise pollution from wind turbines.

Sincerely,

Residents of Clarksburg, Fairhaven, Florida, Kingston, Monroe and Scituate Massachusetts 
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